
APPEAL TO WILSON 
FOR LABOR RELIEF 

Corpo~ns ,Entllfed in WIU 

Work. Losin, Men to the 
.Government. 

A new phase 01' the complicated labor 
situation ill the vlclhlty of New York 
City came to light yesterday In news 
that corpOl'll.tions engaged on vital war 
w()rk. including the American Smelt
ing and Refining Company and the 
Anacouda. C<>11pC1'r Mining Company.' had 
United in an appeal to the Government 
for assistance, The companies con
cernet1' employ approximately 30.000 
men, in copper rerineries. 011 works and 
ship ya.rde. It was learned that repre
sentativcs of the concerns met :In Perth 
Ambo)', N. J" yesterda.y afternoon".a.nd 
selected a committee to la.y before Presi
dent "~lIson certain facts going to shOW 
that the high wages beIng paid on con
dtruction undertakings for the Govern
ment bad drawn men from private 
ma.nufacturing to so serious a degree 
that production of essential materia-Is 
for cal'r)'lng on the war was threa.tened 
with a. bel"'y reduction, 

Octicers of the companies with 'oflice" 
In this city were reluctant to discuss 
the. matter last night in a.d\"ance of 
action at Wnshingtol\, Tho names of 
the men selected to handle"the silua.t1on 
wel'e llct uisclo.'1ed, but It was learned 
tha.t the followillg companies ha\'e of' 
lata beC'n llartlcularly ban41icapped III 
flltinl; Go\'crnmcl1t orders t,ecnusc or 
tho disruption of tl1eir forces: AmerI
can Smelting and Refining Company, 
the Anaconda. Copper Mining Company, 
the Standard t:ndcrSTound Cable Com
puny; the UJlitlld Slates Smeltlns Com
pan)', with a big- refinery at ~hrome, 
No J,; the United Lead Company. which 
is a subsidiary or the Nationa.l J..oad 
Compllr.y; the Barlter .A\.sphalt Paving 
COIllP!lIl~·. pug-aged in making road ma
lerlal for the various cantonments; tho 
Pnrdee Sleel V'arks, the Chesebrough
!I[anufucturin!t. Companr, the Pel'tll
Ambov Dry J.)ocit Company, and the 
RoesSler & He~slacber Chemical Com
pany,

The American Smelting and Relining
Compall}' employs approxlma.tely :::,000 
men at its copper and lead refhlel'Y near 
Perth Ambo)'. J...lke the othel' copper 
concerns. this. company has been bend
ing every effort to keop the output of 
copuer o.t a maximum level, and to do 
so has voled wage increases until at 
the present time 3s cents per hour for 
an eight-hour day is being paid, com
~~ed witsUl thCe ll~rmair lwagc of Rtlblout
!!.~k cen, ommg n 0 compe lon 
with the demand for labor with lhe 
builders of shell-Ioa.ding p\al)ts. hos
pitals, powder plants, &c., whose COI1
tra.ct with the GOl'erument Is on n 
.. cost plus profit" basis. tho copper 
men say they cannot hold their men. 
The current wage on the GO\'crnment 
operation Is 4QY.! cents pel' hour for a 
ten-hour day.. with lime and a. half for 
overtime. 
It was intimated yesterda)· in quarters

famiUar with tlle plans ot lbc corpora
tions whose representatives will go to 
Washington that Ule .. I;!ost vlus" sys
tem will come in for adverSe criUc.lsm 
before the Government offlc.laIs. . 
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